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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Office of Research and Development (ORD) functions as the principal scientific 
component of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  EPA is a public health agency 
with a mission to protect human health and the environment using the best available 
science. As the scientific research arm of EPA, ORD’s leading edge research and 
development helps provide a solid underpinning of science and technology for the Agency. 
ORD assesses the effects of environmental pollutants on human health and in ecological 
systems and conducts research to improve the scientific understanding required to support 
regulatory, ecological, and community decisions about public health and the environment. 

This position is located in the Immediate Office of the Assistant Administrator (IOAA) in 
the Office of Research and Development. The IOAA is responsible for science leadership 
and organizational and management direction for ORD; serves as the liaison to other 
government agencies for environmental science; provides scientific input in the 
development of Agency policy, standards, and regulations; and provides for dissemination 
of scientific and technical knowledge across the risk assessment/risk management 
paradigm. 

There are technological and behavioral issues that need to be overcome to reduce the 
amount of wasted food in the United States.  Over one-third of the food produced in the 
U.S. is never eaten, wasting the energy and water used to produce it. Wasted food also fills 
landfills, increases emissions from landfills, and stresses water treatment plants. Food loss 
and waste occurs throughout the supply chain, involving a wide variety of actors (from 
farmers to distributors to consumers). Crafting practical, effective solutions will require an 
in-depth understanding of the drivers of food loss and waste, a better understanding of the 
behavioral issues in managing food waste, and the need to collaborate within the Agency 
and with external stakeholders. 

 

II. MAJOR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

1. The incumbent serves as the senior advisor to the ORD Assistant Administrator and 
the Deputy Assistant Administrators (DAAs) on food loss and waste and other related 
environmental issues.  The incumbent provides vision, guidance, and expertise to the 
ORD AA, to ORD’s Sustainable and Healthy Communities Research Program, and 
other senior leaders in this area.  The recommendations presented by the incumbent 
may inform high-level policy and management decisions.  



2. The incumbent analyzes the U.S. food system (i.e., how food is harvested, distributed, 
marketed, sold, stored, used, and disposed of) to understand the drivers of food loss 
and waste and identify levers that may effectively minimize the impacts of food 
waste.   Levers may include changes in human and corporate behaviors, practices, and 
technologies at any point along the supply chain, from farms to consumers. 

3. In conjunction with the Sustainable and Healthy Communities Research Program, the 
incumbent identifies and recommends areas where research and development would 
be most valuable in informing policy decisions and assisting in the direct mitigation 
of food loss and waste.   

4. The incumbent represents ORD and the Agency in a variety of settings.  The 
incumbent cultivates senior-level partnerships with other federal agencies, non-profit 
organizations, and private sector companies on high-level food policy discussions.  
The incumbent develops formal collaborative relationships with a wide a variety of 
organizations to advance cooperative initiatives related to food waste and food policy.  
The incumbent also uses his/her relationships in ORD, EPA, and those external to the 
Agency to obtain support for managing food waste.  The incumbent monitors the use 
of ORD’s resources for food waste projects and advises the ORD AA on setting 
priorities.     

5. The incumbent represents ORD in high level policy discussions that center on issues 
related to food waste and food policy. The incumbent also represents ORD at 
meetings and conferences, as well as on task forces, as a senior advisor on issues 
related to food waste. 
 

6. The incumbent works with the Agency Program offices, especially the Office of Land 
and Emergency Management (OLEM); Federal, State, and local governments; non-
profit organizations; and associations to identify and develop tools, reports, 
workshops, meetings, communications, and other tangible outcomes to leverage 
resources and advance the mutually shared mission of reducing food waste in the US.   

 
III. SUPERVISION RECEIVED 

 
The Senior Advisor for Food Loss and Waste reports to the DAA for Science and 
receives only broad direction and general guidance as to goals, requirements, and policy. 
The incumbent works closely with the National Program Director for Sustainable and 
Healthy Communities in setting and implementing food waste research and mitigation 
opportunities. The nature of the supervisory relationship is characterized by a high 
degree of confidence in the reliance on the incumbent’s productivity, competence, and 
judgement.  Within this framework, the incumbent is delegated complete authority for 
the directions, management, and implementation of assigned programs or activities.  The 
incumbent is recognized as a leader in food waste and food policy and exercises 
independent initiative in accomplishing objectives, projects, and assignments.  
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